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STAR FISH FOOD PANTRY 
Volume 8/Issue 1 February 2026 

OUR MISSION 

To provide emergency food assistance to the people 
of Plainfield who find themselves in need. 

ANNUAL DONOR RECOGNITION  
We concluded 2025 in good financial shape, thanks to the many 
generous donations received from our friends in and around the 
Plainfield Area. We even have donor friends from out-of-state! 

We always run the risk of missing someone as we compile our 
lists from direct donations to our PO box as well as those we 
receive through PayPal. If we did miss your name, please 
accept our apology and let us know so we can add you to the 
next newsletter. (See donors on the following pages.) 

Speaking of PayPal, we are especially grateful to all of the 
donors who also covered the PayPal fee. Doing this helps 
assure that the full value of your donation is used for its 
intended purpose, feeding the hungry in Plainfield. 

We extend our heartfelt appreciation to all of our generous 
donors. Your contributions have made a significant difference, 
and your commitment inspires us every day. 

Patty Bixel and the Board of Star Fish Food Pantry 

 
WE ARE PLATINUM!! 

We work hard to be good stewards of your 
donations, whether they are foodstuff or your 
hard-earned money. Our overhead costs are 
minimal and are solely used to fund our 
operating expenses. We have no paid employees but rely on 
volunteer service. We are rated 4 Stars on Charity Navigator 
and Platinum level of transparency on Candid, a leading 
nonprofit information service. You can trust us to use your 
donations wisely. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Patricia Bixel 
Executive Director 

 
Michael Townley 
Secretary 

Kathleen Nitzsche 
Treasurer 

Sarah Mazzarese 
Statistician 

Catherine Renga 
Holiday Meals 

Eelco Swaak 
Logistics 

Jerry Zukowski 
Food change  

Avril Lecky 
Member 

Jason Thomas 
Member 

Marie Pace, Ex Officio 
Board Advisor 

We welcome your comments. 
Contact us at 

secretary@starfishplainfield.org 
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THANKS TO OUR 2025 DONORS 

Bag it Up Sponsor - $1 to $100 Eggs for All - $101 to $500 
Arthur Jackson 
Benjamin Marshall 
Best Buy  
Blackbaud Giving Fund 
Christina Weakland 
Devanie Budhan 
Dolores Martin 
Donna Venezia Toryak 
Eileen Swan 
Fidelity Charitable 
Francine K. Benitz 
Francis Reid 
Frederick Fischer and Judith Love-Fisher 
Gayle C. Sullivan 
Genevieve Nitzsche 
Geraldine Castaldo 
Jean Blanchard 
Jim Schiffer Jr. 
Joan and Michael Gold 
Johanna Merkle 
Judy Berk 
Kathyn Ottilio 
Kristen Swaak 
Loretta Conniff 
Lou and Diane Yannaco 
Margaret Marigliano 
Marsha Jewczn 
Mary Ann D'Urso 
Michael Nitzsche 
Nancy A. Piwowar 
Nancy McInerney 
Nancy H. Krawczyk 
Noreen and Ed Sitar 
Paul Nitzsche 
Rosemarie Bonk 
Sarah Silber 
Stop and Shop 
Susan Henry Martin 
Terry Welsh 
Vivian Gleeson 

 

Bernard Skip Shihar 
Bob Joseph 
Brian Townley 
Bright Funds 
Bruce Zehnle 
Carol Ruskin 
Carolyn Logan 
Catherine Malone 
Catherine W. Barnes 
Church Women United in Plainfield Area 
Church World Services, Inc. 
Coldwell Banker Realty Cares Foundation 
Columbia Bank 
Courtney Bearns 
David Dolan 
David W. Perrone 
Edmunds Family Foundation 
Gail Smith Alexander 
Gary Harchar 
Gerry Heydt and Arne Aakre 
Gina Callan-Fawcett 
Give Lively Foundation Inc 
Heather Pope 
Helen Bishop Foerster 
Helen Nitzsche 
Hugh Woodruff 
Jacquelin Scully-Clark and Edward Scully 
Jacqueline Hicks 
James Adams 
Janet R. Faust 
Janette Cardozo 
Janice C. Vyzas 
Jennifer Popper 
Jim and Deidre Hoebich 
Joann Ball 
Joanne St. Amand 
Joelle Haughey & M. Quintin Jarrett 
John O'Malley 
Joseph and Cheryl Saggese 

Continued next page 
 

  
Note: Listed are financial donors; many other donate food. 
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Eggs for All - $101 to $500 (cont’d) Chicken in Every Pot - $501 to $1,000 
Joseph C Winter 
Joseph Encarnacion/Food for Thought, Inc. 
Katherine Balch 
Kathleen and Paul Nitzsche 
Keith McManus  
Keith Salvata 
Keith Zukowski 
Lawrence Feldman 
M. Q. Jarrett 
Marc Linder 
Margueritte Jones 
Marjorie W Cohen 
Mark Russell 
Marsha Walsh 
Mary Ellen Malague 
Megan Salerno 
Michael Fedida 
National Assoc. of Letter Carriers 
Pat Van Slyke 
Patricia Kelleher 
Patricia M. Bixel 
Peter Connelly and Pauline Ting 
Plainfield Local Letter Carriers 
Pui Evans 
Richard H Gewirtz 
Rita and Roy Wehmeyer 
Robert Shiff 
Robert Ullman 
Scotch Plains Baptist Church 
Sherelyn M Kenny 
St Andrew's Episcopal Church 
Stephen Ringlee 
Susan Falzone 
Thomas Turnbull 
Virginia and Thomas Pate 
William Havlena 

 

Daragh Gallagher-Carpenter 
Eelco & Christina Swaak 
John H Langdon 
Joseph D Bixel 
Kevin Miller 
Keystone Plastics 
Leslie Taylor 
M. John Richard 
Maryellen Chanda 
Robert McCabe 
St Joseph Catholic Church 
Veronica A. Buffington 
Wesley Methodist Church 
 
Grocery Cart - $1,000 to $2,500 
Donald and Constance Palmer 
Eugene Harrison Jr. 
Faith Lutheran Church 
Harry and Caroline Pozycki 
Jean Trees 
Mary Burgwinkle 
Olive Bryan 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
The Frippery Thrift Shop 
 
Shelf of Food - $2,501 to $5,000 
Anonymous donors 
Arnold A. Schwartz Foundation 
Hillside Historic District 
Laura Niles Foundation 
 
Fill an Aisle - $5,001 to $10,000 
Estate of Daphne Willard 
Nancy Blades 
The Plainfield Foundation 

 

  
Chicken in Every Pot - $501 to $1,000 Pantry Full of Food – Over $10,000 
Alice and John Gregory 
America Online Giving 
Ameta Ricks 
Andrew Shaw 
AOGF Causes, Benevity 
Bruce and Ruth Ryno 
Cybergrants Verizon Gifts 

Lawrence T. Quirk 
Wilson Memorial Church Outreach Committee 
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MORE 2026 DONOR INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26%

49%

13%

6%

2%
3%

1% 40 from $1 to $100

75 from $101 to $500

20 from.$501 to $1000

9  from $1001 to $2500

4 from $2501 to $5000

4 from $5001 to $10000

1 over $10000

Our donations from 2025 were slightly below last year’s donations. We enjoyed 
the financial support of 153 friends, mostly single donations. Of the 153 donors, 

five gave regular monthly donations. We also enjoyed several grants. 

2025 Donors by Donation Range 
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A “SOUPER BOWL” PROJECT  

The good people at Wilson Memorial Church in Watchung 
held their own “Souper Bowl” to coincide with that football 
extravaganza.  

Donations came in as support for the team that the 
congregants thought would win the football game. 

All of the soup came to our Pantry – a great way to generate 
donations! 

 

 

 

 

 

HERE ARE A FEW OTHER RECENT DONATIONS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICE and CBP 

We are exercising caution at 
the possible presence of 
government agents in 

Plainfield. We will do all 
that we can to discretely 

provide food for our 
families in need. 

 
Star Fish, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2822 

Plainfield, NJ 07062-0822 
Phone: 908-755-8888 

E-mail us at: 
secretary@starfishplainfield.org 

 

Donate at 
tinyurl.com/starfishplfdinc 

or www.starfishplainfield.org 

Visit our website and click on the 
Contact or Donate menu item, 
and then click on the “Donate” 

button as shown below. 

 

 

Use the QR code to donate 

 

 

 

Our very good friend Eddie 
Preciado of the North 
Plainfield iHop Restaurant 
on Route 22 donated 
another box of 30 dozen 
eggs. He also brought 
along a box of food 
donated by iHop 
customers and a 
$2,000.00 check!! WOW!! 
Thank you, Eddie, and 
your customers, too 

The good people at St. 
Agnes Church in Clark 
collected for our Pantry. 
Many bags of food were 
delivered recently, helping 
stock the shelves. Isn’t it 
wonderful that friends in 
other nearby communities 
recognize the need here in 
Plainfield and open their 
hearts? 

mailto:secretary@starfishplainfield.org

	our mission
	annual donor recognition

	We are Platinum!!
	thanks to our 2025 donors
	more 2026 Donor information
	a “souper bowl” project
	Here are a few other recent donations

